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TIBETAN THANGKA MASTERS DEMONSTRATE ART AT UM 
MISSOULA -
Three masters of the Tibetan art of thangka painting will present a lecture and a 
demonstration of this ancient art form at The University of Montana on Thursday, Sept. 1.
The lecture begins at 4 p.m. in the University Center Atrium. Artists will be available for
questions until 6 p.m.
Karma Tensum, executive director of the Tibetan Children’s Education Foundation in 
Helena, will introduce the artists. Tensum also will present “Tibet: The Portrait of Culture in 
Exile” at a noon lecture the same day in the Mansfield Center conference room, located on level 
four of UM’s Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library.
Both events are free and open to the public.
Thangka scrolls are typically vertical in format, monographic in design and full of vibrant 
colors and floral motifs. They are painted on cotton prepared with a grind of yak-hide glue and 
are bordered with elaborate silk tapestry and mounted on wooden frames.
The three thangka artists-in-exile have spent the summer working at a retreat and art 
studio in Basin. This is the artists’ first visit to this country.
Tensum, who was instrumental in bringing the artists to Montana, was bom in Tibet in
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1957. In 1959, during the Chinese occupation of Tibet, his family followed the Dalai Lama into 
exile in India. After graduating from Punjab University, Chandigarh, he earned a master’s degree 
in history from Garhwal University, Srinagar, India. Tensum then taught and worked in the 
administration of the Tibetan school at Clement Town in north India. In 1994 he was a Fulbright 
Scholar at Harvard University, where he received a master’s degree in education. During 1998- 
2002 he was a member of a committee that drafted a Tibetan National Education Policy. In 2002 
he came to Helena to direct TCEF.
These events are sponsored by UM’s Office of International Programs, Mansfield Center 
and University Center Multicultural Alliance, with support from the Montana Museum of Art 
and Culture.
To learn more about TCEF, visit http://www.tibetanchildrenseducation.org.
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